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CARDOZO LAW
YESHIVA ·UNIVERSITY
Orientation Breakfast Alumni Speakers and Guest Biographies
August 17, 2018

LEN H. RITZ '96 - Host
Principal
Ritz Law PLLC
516.873 .9842
ritzlaw@optonline.net
Len was a January AEP student at Cardozo, and graduated Magna Cum Laude. He was a member of Law
Review, an Alexander Fellow, and a contributor to the New York Real Estate Law Reporter. He taught Legal
Writing at Cardozo for several years, and has been a member of the Alumni Executive Committee since
graduation.
Prior to founding Ritz Law in January 2006, Len was a real estate associate at Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel
and at Kronish Lieb Weiner & Hellman (now Cooley). His practice concentrates on condominium and
cooperative law, commercial leasing, and construction law. He is a member of the NYSBA Condominium and
Cooperative Law Committee, Commercial Leasing Committee, and the Construction Law Committee. Mr. Ritz
has represented developers throughout New York City, including The Trump Organization, The Related
Companies, Extell, and Rockrose. He played an active role in the development of offering plans and the sale of
units for projects ranging in size from four to 400 units, including Trump World Tower and the Time W amer
Center. He is a frequent contributor to the New York Times Real Estate Q&A, Habitat Magazine and The
Cooperator, and is widely credited with coining the phrase "financial colonoscopy" to describe the co-op board
application and approval process.

NICOLE R. POZZI '16 - Speaker
Ellen DeGeneres
Director of Business Development and Licensing
203.921.7678
nrpozzi@gmail.com
Nicole graduated cum laude from George Washington University in 2013, with a major in Political Science and a
minor in Italian Language and Literature. She graduated from Cardozo Law in 2016. While at Cardozo, Nicole
served as an Articles Editor for the Arts & Entertainment Law J oumal, participated in the Divorce Mediation
Clinic, and completed the Intensive Trial Advocacy Program. Following graduation, Nicole worked as an
Associate at a boutique matrimonial firm, where her practice focused on complex divorce actions, high-conflict
custody cases, and premarital and postnuptial agreements. Nicole practiced for approximately 1.5 years, at which
point she left matrimonial law and pivoted to an in-house role at ED Ellen DeGeneres. Her responsibilities at ED
Ellen DeGeneres involve contract drafting and negotiation, managing existing relationships with partners and
licensees, and evaluating new business development opportunities for the company.
Nicole is actively involved with the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation. She has held several fundraising events and
is a member of the foundation's Young Professionals and Spin4 Committees.

JARED ZOLA '03- Speaker
Partner
Blank Rome LLP
212.885.5209
j zola@blankrome.com
JARED is a partner in the New York office of Blank where he advocates for commercial insurance policyholders in
high-stakes, complex litigation and corporate transactions. He represents policyholders against their insurance
companies as lead counsel in precedent-setting lawsuits across the nation and at the deal table as insurance
counsel on multi-billion dollar mergers and acquisitions. Jared uses his courtroom and real world experience to
provide clients with practical, business-focused solutions to complex legal issues. He has helped clients secure
more than one billion dollars in insurance recoveries. Jared's accomplishments for policyholders on a national
stage has led to frequent invitations to share his thoughts on cutting-edge issues facing his clients. Jared is a
frequent analyst for NBC News, CBS News, Washington Post, Corporate Counsel, Business Insurance, and
Law360.
The 2017 and 2018 editions of Legal 500 noted that he is "a young star of the policyholder bar," recommended
him, and named him a "Next Generation Lawyer." He was also named to Benchmark Litigation's 2017 "Under 40
Hotlist," which ranks attorneys "who have been deemed the most promising emerging talent in their respective
litigation communities by peers and clients." In 2017, he was named by Law360 as a "Top Attorney Under 40"
for the fourth consecutive year in the insurance category for his work on behalf of policyholders-he is the only
attorney to ever be named a "Rising Star" more than once in the insurance category. Every year beginning in
2013, Chambers USA recognizes Jared as a leading policyholder insurance lawyer. Chambers noted that his
clients appreciate that he is "very creative in the way he approaches problems with insurers" and that he is
"accomplished, responsive, and provided clarity throughout the legal process-he was unequivocal in his
commitment to the legal resolution," he is "very professional and responsive, and has a good feel for nuances,"
and "is incredibly hard-working, tenacious and strategic." Jared was also featured in the in the May 2018 edition
of The Cardozo Journal of Outstanding Alumni.

ROBERT DOERFLER-ECKSTEIN, LL.M. '08 - Vice Chair, Executive Committee
Senior Counsel, Marking Properties - Global Petcare
Mars, Incorporated
robertdoerfler@gmail.com
Robert Doerfler is Senior Attorney at Mars, Inc. , where he is a member of the Marketing Properties practice group.
Robert has worked in-house with the well-known brands of the ELVIS PRESLEY estate, HARLEY-DAVIDSON
motorcycles, SINGER sewing machines and PEDIGREE dog food . His experience includes the prosecution,
licensing and enforcement of intellectual property rights worldwide. Robert practiced with the law firms of
Adams & Adams in South Africa, K&L Gates in New York, and Dentons in New York.
Robert is admitted to the bar in both New York and Florida. He received his undergraduate degree from The
University of Memphis in 1997 and graduated from Northeastern University School of Law in 2002. In 2008, he
earned a Master of Laws in Intellectual Property from Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, and in 2017, he
completed a Masters of Business Administration from Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern
University.
Rob is also an active member of the Cardozo alumni community where he is Co-chair for the OUTiaw Alumni
affinity group and Vice Chair for the Alumni Association Executive Committee.

GLENDA M. DIXON '92 - Executive Committee Member
Sole Practioner
gglendam@yahoo.com
Glenda M. Dixon is a discovery attorney specializing in various corporate actions including Mergers and
Acquisitions and addressing Second Requests. Having built a successful practice based in Brooklyn, Glenda has
represented clients in Family Court in all five boroughs of New York City. After being in solo practice for eight
years she closed her family law practice in 2004. She now does temporary attorney work for agencies.
Glenda has been an active member of the Alumni Association's Executive Committee since 2002. Her
commitment earned her the prestigious Alumni Association Volunteer Service Award in 2011. She has also cochaired the Alumni Students Relations Committee with Rachel Nash and a former chairperson of Cardozo' s
BALLSA Alumni Group. Glenda was recently honored at their annual dinner in recognition as a Game Changer
from her commitment to diversity as well as her dedication and spirit to the group 's rich history.

ROYS. FENICHEL '04 - Vice Chair, Executive Committee
Counse/VP- BusinessDevelopment
MIT National Land Services
646.64 7 .2035
rfenichel@mitnational.com
Roy S. Fenichel ('04) is CounselNP-Business Development with MIT National Land Services, a national title
agency, where he enjoys working with attorneys, lenders, and individuals purchasing and refinancing homes and
commercial properties in NY, NJ, and nationally, and carries out his motto of integrity at all times. Roy also
directs programming for the National Law Institute, where he is a go-to resource for attorney ethics,
continuing education, best practices, and business introductions. Roy believes in connecting others and giving
back; attorneys who present in Roy's free weekly CLE programs have hired several class attendees, including
Cardozo alumni. Roy also runs business development and networking meetings for attorneys and other
professionals seeking to connect with them.
At Cardozo, Roy is Vice Chair of the Alumni Association Executive Committee, Chair of the CLE Committee,
and a member of the Real Estate Practice Group. He Chairs the Real Property Section at the New York County
Lawyers Association, where he also programs CLEs . Before attending Cardozo, Roy enjoyed a successful
editorial career after majoring in journalism at Syracuse University's SI Newhouse School of Public
Communications and philosophy at the School of Arts and Sciences. Roy volunteers on various community and
religious boards, has a poetic license to write about sports and other topics of the day, and uses puns and to elicit
grins or groans from his wife and daughters.

PAMELA L. GRUTMAN '14 - Recording Secretary, Executive Committee
Of Counsel
Cahill Cassou Noh & Robinson LLP
646.661.7755
pl g@pamelagrutman.com
Pamela L. Grutman is a graduate of the class of 2014, and is admitted to practice law in New York, New Jersey,
and Florida. She is the current Chair of the recent graduate division of the Alumni Association (CYAN: The
Cardozo Young Alumni Network) and the Recording Secretary of the Executive Committee. While at Cardozo,
Pamela served as the Managing Editor of the Art & Entertainment Law Journal, chair of the Transfer and Visiting
Students Organization, member of the 3L Gift Committee, vice-president of the Art Law Society, and as an active
member in the Tax Law Society.
Pamela practices in the areas of Art Law, Trusts and Estates, and Charitable Organizations, where she advises
clients on strategies for the care of artistic and philanthropic legacies, with a focus on income and estate tax
consequences. Pamela has a LL.M. in Taxation from NYU School of Law, an undergraduate degree in
Architecture from Washington University in St. Louis, an executive certificate in Nonprofit Management from
Georgetown University, and completed a fellowship at a Washington, D.C.-area nonprofit.

SANFORD J. HAUSLER '87 - Executive Committee Member
Of Counsel
Cox Padmore Skolnik & Shakarchy LLP
212.953.6633
shausler@justice.com
Sandy Hausler is a magna cum laude graduate of the Class of 1987. He was a member of the Law Review and an
Alexander Fellow. Sandy has been an associate in big firms (Paul, Weiss for one), medium size firms and solo
practice. He currently works at the law firm of Cox Padmore Skolnik & Shakarchy LLP where he is a
commercial and appellate litigator. He's available to take any case to the United States Supreme Court that he can
get his hands on. Sandy serves as a member of the Executive Committee of Cardozo Alumni Association.

PAUL INDIG '90 - Executive Committee Member
Financial Advisor - Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
212.603.6146
Paul.Indig@rnorganstanley.com
Paul is a magna cum laude graduate of the Class of 1990, where he was a member of the Cardozo Law Review,
Criminal Law Clinic, and National Trial Team. For 18 years, Paul practiced civil litigation at Paul Weiss Ritkind
Wharton and Garrison, Kreindler & Kreindler, and Fischbein Badillo Wagner Harding. In recent years, Paul
serves clients (primarily attorneys and their families) as a Financial Advisor and Chartered Retirement Planning
Counselor at Morgan Stanley in Midtown Manhattan. He lives with his wife, Cecilia Cuesy-Indig, M.D. on the
Upper East Side of Manhattan. Paul has also previously served as Vice-Chair on the Alumni Association's
Executive Committee.

MARC A. LIEBERSTEIN '92 - Past Chair, Executive Committee
Partner
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
212.775.8781
ml ieberstein @ki Ipatricktown send .corn
Marc's practice focuses on intellectual property licensing and franchising in the retail/consumer goods and
services areas, such as food/beverage, fashion/apparel and accessories, and commercial/industrial design,
including the drafting, negotiation and enforcement of license and franchise documents and agreements, as well as
implementation of branding and commercialization objectives for clients via licensing and franchising. In
conjunction with the services above, he counsels clients on creating effective strategies for procuring, protecting
and enforcing their global intellectual property assets. Marc co-chairs the Kilpatrick Townsend Retail &
Consumer Goods Industry Team, and is also a member of the firm's Latin American Practice Group.
In 2015, the International Trademark Association (INTA) honored Marc with the Volunteer Service Award in the
Advancement of Committee or Subcommittee Objectives category. Marc is also a recipient of the 2015
Commitment to Justice Award presented by Her Justice recognizing his pro bono work and he is a recipient of the
Kilpatrick Townsend 2014 Pro Bono Justice Award. Marc was also a recipient of the 2015 Cardozo Law School
Alumni of the Year Award recognizing Marc's leadership and dedication to Cardozo Alums and students.
Marc is a member of: INTA's Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee's Neutral Standards & Measurement
Subcommittee and ADR committee; the American Bar Association, Intellectual Property Section; and a member
of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Fashion Law Committee.
Marc is currently the Co-Chair for the Litigation Committee of the New York State Bar Association Intellectual
Property Law Section, and former Chair of the New York City Bar Association Fashion Law Committee.
Marc lives with his wife and four children on Long Island, and is the Director of the Young Israel of Plainview
Little League, as well as a former member of the Board of Trustees for the Young Israel of Plainview. Marc also
served on the Board of Directors for the Hebrew Academy of Nassau County (HANC). In 2018, Marc joined the
Board of Directors for Unchained At Last, a non-profit organization assisting women to terminate arranged or
forced marriages. Marc also serves on the Board of Directors for Foundation for Art and Healing, creator of The
UnLonely Project, and a nonprofit organization that strives to increase awareness about the relationship between
art and healing.

ELISE W. MICHAEL '15 - Executive Committee Member
Associate, Global Wealth Management
J.P.Morgan Chase & Co.
emichael l O14@gmail.com
Elise Michael represents clients in the financial services industry. Prior to joining Katten, Elise was at J.P.
Morgan Chase, where she supported the Private Bank' s advisory and alternatives businesses.
While in law school, Elise was a corporate scholar in the Samuel & Ronnie Heyman Center on Corporate
Governance and the managing editor of the Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal. She also served as an
intern with the US Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) .

JASON E. STARR 'IO-Executive Committee Member
Assistant Counsel to the Governor
Office of Governor Andrew M . Cuomo
jason.starr@exec.ny.gov
Jason is Assistant Counsel to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo for Special Projects and Initiatives where he manages
legal affairs for a portfolio of issues including elections and voting, immigration, clemency, criminal justice
reform, worker protection, and federal issues. In this role, he participates in the negotiation of the annual State
Budget, manages outside counsel in litigation and administrative challenges involving significant State policy and
fiscal issues, and provides strategic counsel to press, public relations, and policy staff on legal and crisis
management matters .
Jason was formerly the Long Island Director of the New York Civil Liberties Union leading the organization's
policy initiatives in the region. His leadership was instrumental in the development of Long Island United for
Police Reform, a grassroots campaign to end discriminatory policing on Long Island and the Long Island
Immigrant Education Roundtable, a partnership of local advocates working to end discrimination in public
education for immigrant youth.
A recognized public policy expert in the areas of education and criminal justice, Jason's work has been featured in
various outlets including NPR, the Huffington Post, Newsday, and the New York Times, and he has spoken
extensively on issues at the intersection of race and public policy.

